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Hello everyone 
 
First, a big welcome to all our new members - I have already met quite a few of you 
already and hope to catch up with everyone else soon. 
 
Most of you will know that we introduced a new level of membership, the ‘Standby 
Membership’ where most of the newer members receive the weekly planner 24 hours 
after the majority of members. We introduced this category so that we could bring more 
people into the club, and whilst it is a bit restrictive, by booking on Sunday they can play 
in sessions where there are spaces available. We feel it is the best way to give more 
people access to play. 
 
You will also know that we still have a waiting/reserve list, it is an ever-growing list, I get 
something in the region of 5 requests a week to join the club. We do not like turning 
people away, and the waiting/reserve list stays open, but it is going to take a while to get 
through it. 
 
South East Pickleball League 
We had a fantastic last round, and I am delighted to 
report that the Azure team sit proudly on top of the 
league. When I turned up at the venue, I saw a 
clearly excited Sue Harris who told me they only 
had to win one of the next two games to go top and 
it was a real pleasure to watch them do just that. 
Well done to Harry Feast, Lewis Oke, Sue Harris 
(Captain) and Vanessa Wait. Number one team in 
the South East League. The Blue team were very 
unlucky not to be promoted to Division 2. They lost out by one point in a dreambreaker – 
21:20 – heartbreaker is what I call it! But a great effort from Candice Hewetson, Colin 
Dow (Captain), Sarah Verdin and Teige McCarthy-Morrow, I felt your pain! Finally, we 
have Cobalt, we were a little short on male players so yours truly played and we did 
well. We stayed in the division which was the aim at the start of the day and in truth, the 
teams we lost to did not truly outplay us - one of the losses was in the dreaded 
dreambreaker and on another day, well who knows. Well done to Graham Norton, Mary 
State, Nicola Hayden and, well yeah, me as well! 
 



We have two more rounds to play in June with the results determining which divisions 
we will start in for the main league season starting August/September. We are getting to 
where I wanted us to be - the decision to play the strongest teams we can each month 
is paying off and we can work on improving over the summer to be ready for the next 
season. 
We have a very strong squad of players, a fair few of whom, in addition to those named 
above, have played this season but we can add to that. There is the opportunity for 
others to get involved too. 
 
 
Practice and Training 
I am aware that there has been confusion, and maybe still is, about the Tuesday 
session and the use of the word ‘invitation.’ We will be changing the title, but in the 
meantime, Sonia Desai will be putting information on the website about the sessions. 
She will be setting out what we will be looking to do each week with some weeks 
reserved for advanced drills (7th May) and practice for league and competitions (28th 
May). 
 
What we would like you to do is keep looking at the website for the type of session that 
might suit you: basic drills, shot improvement, tactics, court positioning or just tell us 
what you want to improve and we will look to provide it for you, if we can. We can take 
8-10 people per session so plenty of room. 
 
Website 
You will have noticed that the recent communications in relation to this Circular and 
the Chairmans Chat now have a link to the website rather than sending them as 
attachments or in the body of the email. We want to encourage you to use the website 
as your main source of information about the club. The website link is below, please 
save it in your browser for easy and regular access. 
 
www.runnymederoyals.org.uk 
 
 
Playing Sessions 
We have had the odd complaint from the sports centres we use about members going 
into the halls before the session start time and disrupting people who are already using 
the halls. Val has spoken to the session leaders about this but I thought it was worth 
adding a little about it here so everyone is aware. The basic rule is that we can get in 5 
minutes before the session starts as all users have to stop 5 minutes before their 
session finishes to allow for courts to be set up. They don’t mind us going in a bit earlier 
if there is no one else using the courts but if there are people there, then please wait 
until it gets to our session time before you go in. 
 
Playing Sessions – Attendance 
You will know that some sessions are so busy that we have people on standby in case 
people drop out. If, for some reason you decide to remove yourself from a session the 
system automatically sends an email to the next on the list to show they are now 

http://www.runnymederoyals.org.uk/


confirmed. However, what would be really helpful for the session leaders is, if you 
decide to withdraw the day before the session, you contact the session leader - a text 
will do - and inform them. That gives them a bit of time to reorganise things and ask 
around to get others attending if the standby list is exhausted.  
If you find on the day that you can’t attend, then please contact the session leader as 
soon as you can. 
 
A recent example for a Saturday session had 20 listed with 4 standby on the Thursday, 
we manoeuvred a few things to include the standby people but then three people 
dropped out on Friday night and two did not show up on the Saturday - leaving 15 to 
play and a court not required. We would really like to avoid that when possible. 
 
 
Competitions 

Quite a few of us are signed up to play in the English Open which will be held at Telford 
in August, a great event and well worth going to. In addition, there are regular 
tournaments and festivals that I know quite a few of you sign up for and if you do, 
please let us know, we want to be able to celebrate any success, get your name and 
photo on the website, so keep us updated. The other thing is partners, if you need a 
partner then please come to Sonia and me, we can always help to find someone, we 
know our members pretty well, the age group, their standard of play and whether they 
are the right person for you, we would really like to help anyone who needs it. 
 
To keep up to date with latest tournaments go to: 
 
Tournaments – RUNNYMEDE ROYALS PICKLEBALL CLUB 
 
Paddles and Equipment 
With us bringing in a lot of new 
members I regularly get asked about 
paddles and the best ones to buy. I 
have written about this before and 
there are suppliers listed on our 
website and on one of them you will 
see detail on how to buy one. However, 

https://runnymederoyals.org.uk/tournaments/


as a general rule of thumb here is a quick summary: 
 
Price – Set a budget, they are not cheap, if you are an occasional player and not 
intending to play competitively then don’t go mad, there are very good paddles for 
about £50. If you are playing regularly and at a good standard then pay a bit more, no 
real need to go much more than £100 but it’s a personal choice after that as to how 
much you feel you can afford. 
 
Grip – All the websites give information on size, smaller grip on the whole for ladies, bit 
bigger for the men but remember, you can always add an over grip so if you prefer one 
that has a smaller grip then add the over grip, strangely enough, I do that. You also need 
to consider grip length, longer if you are a double handed player. 
 
Weight – Again the slightly heavier for the male, about 8 ounces plus, probably just 
under that for the ladies. 
 
Paddle Head – They come in various thicknesses, generally up to 16mm. In general 
terms the 16mm will give a bit more control, the thinner are more towards power. 
Having said that, the better carbon paddles are fairly thin but they absorb the ball well 
and are good for control as well. 
 
Sadly, there are very few places you can go to at the moment to hold a paddle and see 
how it feels before buying, although I hear that Cliff Roe Sports on Ascot High Street 
now stock a couple of paddles. 
 
That’s it for now, enjoy your pickleball and hope to catch up with you soon. 
 
Ian Watson 
Club Captain 
 


